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Gay After Marriage

By Victoria A, Brownwaorth

IN HER NEW BOOK, LIVING TWO LIVES:

Married to o Man ard sn Love Witk g Wosan

['ll'l'ln..

delves dno th

| Alysin psvchotherapist  Joanne

Flewwher iwsle of winmien whio

marry men, only w discover their larent les-
an desire, Fleisher, 4 lesbian who has been
with her parmer for 25 vears and rased two
daughters, has been counseling women, les-
bians and coiples for muore than two die ades
Her Web site lavendervisions.corm s an online
counseling resource tor women, and she maod
erates Ask Joanne, a message board for mar

ricd women attracted to other women

Why ara you so interested in this toplc?

My intereat started 27 yoars ago, whan |
found mysell falling in love with a woman
alter baing marned o a man lor 12 yean
It was the 18708 and there simply were
no rasources, Tho gay hotlines acted like
Wall, what's your problem?" And |
couldn't talk to straght fnands about o |
wanted 10 provicle @ resourca for olher
woman thal nevar exated for ma

How Is this phenomenon between

women different from the “down-low”

Ulpﬂfiﬂllc! S0 many married men ane

engaged in?

Dramatically different! Men are broughi up in
Wwr culfure 10 b mora '|'-:!.|.q||'|.' araniod
Women arg the. romancers. Women are

mors likely to fall i love = that's ther

point of discovery af laabian dsmre, iy
ally. The things you hear women agoniz-
ng about are not wanbing to hurt ther
nuabands o the women they hawe fallen
The sexua

n love with componant 18

usually sscondary.

Why do so many womean marry men and
then discover their lesblan sexuality?

Thare we a 1ot of mtermal and axternal Fomao

phobic forces that work againstl young
wimen. Wa think thaf adolescence 15 a
lima that we laam aboul owr sexuality, bul
i's also a hme when we are expecied to
fit in. There are some women wha don 't
Thay
respond to what they think they're sup

dincover it untl they get marmed

poEed o

What's the most important aspect of
doing this work with other women?

| try to commumicate thal they are not alone,

that trem @ nol @i abrormal AApPOTence,
Sexuality comprises a lot of different
things: s whio you have fantasies
ibowt, who you are m love with, who you
EH:|L.'ri:|"|" Rave
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thmy know exactly what they do swanl o

s2x with, | try 1o

WOIMmean the other tacais

whal leels nght and authentic. m



