Whenwivescomeout

HINK OF I'T 0s a Gow. Jim
T Mol reevey-<tyle situation
N Pyl

[0 “Gayle's” cuse, il was the
v who heeame ivolved in
o hommosesual affate and hod to
fiess up b her sponse Lhat she

She sowght Bedp Troan o Grienad of
ber <ister's, who wis a special
voluenbion teaehor who wiis gay
Ciayle's hushand was often off
workime long howres. Over the
YIS, the bwe worrien beeame
exceptionally close,

Vil Iy, ﬁ%&f‘ﬂﬂﬂu “Wee B srich o Bond tha | |

|ately, news headlines about el gl v o knew that if | needed somedne,
homosexiials leading closeted ' he was theee for me,” Giyle pe-
[lves have foeused on men such as ealled

MeGresvey and former US. Rep, Mark
Foley, who is single. But plenty of women
huaves i wigied themnzelves in '-lr!II|.:Il' CIrcum-
stances. Last week, an “Oprah”™ show on
the topie featured wy women imarried Lo
[ |
| wish | could give concrete
st bt [ 1 et ] beconse
it"s siach o hidden experience,”

il Jounne Fleisher, o Mot
Liry-hased therapist and au
i o of “ Mapried to o Mon & In
Lower with o Weormin™" ( Adyson
[ooks, $10050.

You'd assorme that with so
muny openly loshian celebrities
uch as Ellen Detieneres and
setress Portia de Rossi, and
he popularity of such shows

auch as the “L Word,™ it
worldn't be so difficult for leshians to be
wha they ave sexually,

There's wlmost o false appearance,
like it's so avecptable,” said Fleisher, who
operates the online counseling resource
wiww linvendervisions.com,

“The reality is that there s still a lot of
oppression that exists, You connot walk
down the street and hold hands even in
parts of Philly where you won'l get fright-
sniloer comments madle [ Avud | there
ire some places where women can have
their childmen taken away from them,”

Yosterdoy, which was National Coming
Out Duy, ©interviewed o local divoreed
woman wha's now livinge her Tife gz an
openly gy woman, Still, she asked that |
pot tse the name she goes by for feare of
upsetting her ex-hushand with whom she
shares custody of their throe children,
She pgreed to share her story in hope of
helping: other married leshinns,

I thought that possibly everybody bud
those et i['l].[ thoehts, "G, whatl winld
it b Tikee bor b gy " Ulnile tolid e, @1
was very ronreh in love with my hushand
and my life was perfect,”

Things bogan to get tough, the rh, fiol-
lowwringe thee birth of her first chald, 1t was
u ehallenging pregnancy that had her on
baerd pest, followed by o difTicult birth.
Fhasm shit learmed Fer gon wis autistice
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Portia de Rossi

Bt thedr relationship was stricthy pla-

tomie, until Gayvle head that *Ann®

might be movinge to California, She decid-

o 1t was time Lo act.

“ neided to Lell her how 1 folt, She
started erving. She said, ' hive
the =ame feelings but | wouldn't |
bt vl g them,' ™ Gl
el Twis months Inter, in
Jammary 2008, Gayle blurted

oul whit wis gomg on Lo hisr
hushand of 10 veors,

Horowns, like, You're kidding
e, He started SAVITHRL Wiall,
lot's work om it .., He soid,

“We can o Lo counsefing,’ ” Gay-
lir roealleel, Bt her hooart

winsn't in il Her husband fled
for divoree two months later.

“Cloming out to me wosn't at
all the issue,” she said, 1 am who [ am. |
told my parents, There wis no worry
about that.

*Anyhody [ needed to tell, [ eold. Wt
I =aid was, [ fiell in love with [Ann) and
we're together and we plan on spending |
thie rest of our lives together' | never
have had a physical connection with any
mun the way | have with her”

Hestructuring her family has beon
more of o challonge, She moved out of
the marital home and now lives in o town
house with her partner,

“My kids want me, daddy and Ann to-
gether. They don't understand,” Gavle
aaid. *They have o deep love for her and
she has a deep love for them,”

Clayle continues to regret the pain she
caused her husband and hopes he'll one
day forgive her and aceept her lifestyle,

To other sy wornien IJ|:1h.'L|rpH:..’ -
ried Lo men, Gavle suggested, *1 hate to
cuiote Jim MeGrsevey bt his words
about being trie to yourself and being an- |
thentie, give vou so much frecdon. | [
don't think you realize how much free-
lum yon hawve lost h'y nol being trae Lo
volirsielf,” &

Wwes o o 5 hold rend Uhad haan'l been
reported? Eomail heyjena phillynows, com and ket
vie boro bl o inenee
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